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Choosing  the  Electric  Range 


A  radio  intervei^.v  'betv/een  Hiss  Euth  Van.Demanj  Bureau  of  Home '-Scbnomics , 
lir,  Paul  C.  Woodtridge,  Rural  Electrification  Administration,  and  Mr.  TJallace 
Kadderly,  Office  of  Information,  'broadcast  Tuesday,  April  IG,  1940,  in  /the  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultu.re  period  of  the  National  Earn  aiad  Honte.  Plour ,  .oy  .the  ITational 
Broadcasting  Company  and  a  notwork  of  92  associ-t^  radio  stations. 


jli~iTOWCER: 

Here  -.70  arc  in  TJashincton.    And  as  usual  on  the  Earm  ojid  Home  Hour  on  Tucs- 
do.ys,  \7C  have  Miss  Ruth  YoJi  Dcnan  with  us.    And  today  as  usual  I  think  she  hrings 
nc\7s  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  of  the  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriciilturc. 

RUTH  DEim': 

And  '.It,  Paul  WopdhridsCe  here  is  going  to  do  the  same  for  the  Rural  Elec- 
trification Ad-ministration, 

AlOOH'TCER: 

Ah  -  more  electrified  farm  homes           more  light  over  kitchen  sinks    more 

electric  motors  to  do  the  family  v/ash  

PAUL  C.  T700DBRIDG-E: 

You  see:^  to  Imor;  a  great  deal  ahout  the  R.S.A. 


Ai^]ITOUlTCER:  '        '  . 

All  I  know  is  r/hat  I  read  in  the  papers. 

Vim  DSMillT: 

And  hea.r  over  the  radio, 

^li'OUlTCER: 

Best  of  all,  Miss  Van  Deman,  is  when  you  hring  samples  of  the  food  you're 
"broadcasting  a-hout  so  we  can  taste  as  we  listen.  That  roast  turkey,  for  in- 
stance,  hoyl 

VAII,  DEMM: 

Mr.  7oodhridge,  raayho  we  missed  it  today           not  bringing  over  an  electric 

range           so  we  could  put  the  finger  on  all  the  different  items  about  a  range,  as 

^70  talk,  :  ° 

T700DBRIDG-E:  .  . 

If  we  had  perhaps  we  could  be  more  practical.    But  of  course  so  far  R.E.A. «s 

iDig  initial  job  has  been  to  help  farm  people  get  the  lines  built  to  carry  the  cur- 
rent to  the  kitchen  range, 

ViUT  DEMiffl: 

Naturally.    And  I've  heard  how  you  work           chiefly  with  farmers'  coopera- 

T:ives,    The  cooperative  groups  borrow  the  money  from  R.E.A.  to  build  the  lines. 

How  many  farm  homes  was  it  you  told  me  the  other  day  have  been  electrified 
that  way? 

WOODBRIDGE: 

Nearly  half  a  million.     Of  course  that's  counting  the  farms  that  will  soon 

(Over) 
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have  electricity  from  R.3.A.  financed  lines  S.s  veil  .as  those  non  served,    i*ind  as 
perhaps  you  know  the  ntrnihcr  of  farn  homes  with  cloctricity  has  douhled  in  the  last 
five  years , 

Yes,  it's  no  wonder  v/c  ,^ct  such  a  flood  of  questions  about  all  kinds  of 
electric  couipinent  what  to  look  for  in  huying, 

TOODBRIDGS: 

This  nc\i  pOTOhlct  you  have  hero  on  the  electric  r,nn<5e  is  {roing  to  be  a  "big 
help.    Tnis  looks  to  ne  like  seven  pages  of  good  common  sense.    I'n  gl?.d  to  sec  you 
put  safety  first,  among  the  factors  important  in  the  selection  of  an  electric  range. 

YjB  D3I,i;iH: 

The  Undervrr iters'  Laboratories  do  a  good  job  on  that.    They  test  equipment 

for  many  manufacturers  test  it  ifor  shoci::  and  fire  hazards  and  jrut  their  labc 

on  it  if  it  meets  certain  standards. 


T700DBRIDGS: 

Yes,  the  Underv/ritcrs'  Laboratories  do  a  valuable  service,    ^e'd  like  tc  sec 
every  woman  who  buys  a  piece  of  electric  equipment  for  the  farm  home  check  on  that 
safety  label  first. 

Even  before  she  looks  at  the  price  tag? 

UOODEEILGE: 

TTell  it's  not  a  bad  idea. 

The  price  tags  on  electric  ranges  read  very  differently,  as  you  v.'cll  loiov/. 
The  more  accessories  the  higher  the  cost  generally. 

yOODBniDC-S: 

I  kno\7  women  like  style  and  accessories.    But  my  friends,  the '  hard-boiled 
engineers,  say  that  some  of  the  plainer,  less  dressy  r.angcs  cook  just  as  v/ell. 

W  DEIIAi?: 

We  agree,  absolutely.    Loo?:  at  this  list  of  points  here  on  page  2  points 

influencing  price. 


UOOLSEIDGE: 

"Size  v.'eight,"    I  see  ccme  first.    Then  "cjnount  of  insulation  number 

and  arrangement  of,  cpoking  units."  


And  sc  on  dovm  to  the  peppers  and  salts  and  the  lights  in  the  oven, 
T700D3F.IDGE: 

As  an  amateur  chef  to  a  professional,  those  lights  that  flash  on  when  you 
open  the  oven  door  are  very  convenient,    I  can  sec  v;hen  the  pie's  done  before  I  take 
it  out. 
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Surely.    But  it's  a  lot  rnore  convenisnt ,  don't  you  think,  to  hc.Ye  an  oven  loig 
enough  to  oake  two  pies  and  a  pan  of  rolls  at  the  same  tine,  or  a  whole  oven  meal.  

UOODSRILC-E: 

Surely*    But  alnost  every^cody  has  'io  nake  sone  comproinise  in  choosing  a  major 
piece  of  equipment  like  an  electric  range.     It's  a  toss-up  iDetT/een  the  ideal  and 
what  r/ill  fit  into  a  particular  spot  in  a  particular  kitchen  and  do  the  .joh  for  the 
family  in  that  particular  hone. 

Yes,  oven  dovm  to  a  detail  like  the  arrangement  of  oven  and  hroiler   

I700DBHIDG1: 

Broiler.    To  me  that  means  steaks  and  chops. 

Just  the  vray  oven  meant  pie  I  noticed,    T7cll,  to  a  v/oman  who  docs  much 

cooking  the  hroilcr  can  mean  a  lot  of  things. 

In  a  tahle-top  t;n;)C  of  range  \fith  only  one  hc£iting  -unit  in  the  oven,  the  space 
for  hrciling  is  at  the  hottom           almost  down  to  the  floor, 

ITOODBEIDGE: 

You  have  to  stand  on  your  head  fairly,  to  turn  the  steak, 
IM  DEI.IAtI: 

Exactly,    In  an  oven  with  two  imits  the  "broiler  comes  at  the  top.    And  some 
have  separate  "broiling  com-partnents ,  so  you  co.n  hake  and  hroil  at  the  same  time. 

700DBIIIDGE: 

Handy  of  course  when  you  arc  doing  nv.ch  loroiling, 
IM  DEI.IMI:  ■ 

Very,    Especially  in  a  farm  homo  whore  the  fjunily  is  r-unning  a  tourist  hv.sincss 

on  the  side           serving  hroilcd  chicken  dinners  to  people  who  stop  as  they're  driving 

'oy. 

ITOODBRIDC-E: 

In  a  Case  like  that,,  the  c].cctric  ro.nge  can  simplify  the  v/hole  cooking  joh 
tremendously.    You  tvTn  the  s\7itch,  sot  the  thermostat  vrhcro  you  want  it  

VA^T  HEVM: 

By  the  way,  some  thermostat  dials  o-rc  easier  to  read  than  others.    And  some 
ST/itchcs  easier  to  t-orn, 

rroODBEIDGE: 

Yes,  that's  a  point  to  watch  for.    Thermostat  dials  should  he  conveniently 
placed  and  plainly  narked,    /md  the  switch  hut  tons  should  ho  of  a  shape  you  can  grasp 
firmly,  so  your  fingers  won't  slip  off  when  you.  try  to  turn  them. 

VM  DELL'yM: 

A  \7oman  always  looks  carefully  at  the  surface  vxii'ts  on  the  top  of  the  stove  

bo  see  how  many  pots  and  kettles  she  can  use  at  one  time. 
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T700DERIDGE: 

Three,  I  "believe,  is  the  nunlDer  of  s-\vfr.cc  units  most  far-n  v/omen  sccir.  to  \-:a.ni 

At  least  three,  spaced  far  enough  a.part  to  tal:c  good-si^'ed  kettles.    And  one 
a  large  un.it  of  1800  or  nore  './atts, 

T700DEHIDGE: 

I  sup'oose  you  icno\7  the  cooking  ■anits  on  practically  all  the  1940  models  are 
the  enclosed  type. 

YM  DSI.IAiT: 

Good.    They're  easier  to  clean. 

yOODBRIDGS: 

And  last  longer.    They  cost  a  little  nore  to  replace.    But  iu  the  long  r-an 
the  enclosed  unit  scens  to  "be  the  r.iost  satisf.-i.ctory  tjnpe. 

YAIT  D3I.IAL.T: 

Each  for  a  moment  to  the  question  of  current  to  operate  the  electric  range. 
What  al)out  electric  cooking  cost  on  E.E.A.  linos? 

I700DEHIDGE: 

TiguTing  that  the  average  farm  familjr  uses  a'oout  120  kilowatt  hours  a  month, 
the  cooking  costs  v/ill  run  approximately  four  doll.ars. 

UALLACE  ICADDEEIY: 

Lots  of  city  f;j'milios  pay  more  th'.-n  that  for  gas. 

That  sounds  lil:G  Uallaco  Kaddcrly's  voice.     I  dicix't  Icno?/  he  v/as  arc-ojid. 
IL'xDDEELY: 

Aro^ond?  Oh,  yes,  I'm  alv/ays  around  nell  practically  cilv.'ays. 

YAH  DSIIAlT: 

You're  .just  in  time  to  take  over  vith  this  mimeograph  on  electric  ranges.  — - 

the  follov.'-up,  you  Itiou,  for  those  v/ho  like  to  see  as  r/ell  as  hea,r. 

Ki'iDDEElY: 

Yes,  yes,  vrit.':  ple-.si're.     (Ad  lilD  offer  of  "The  Electric  Range:     Points  to 
Look  for  in  Selecti.ng" ) . 

M.."..  JUL 


